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Bens, bork le sorpseed 
former President Barack Obamia’s 
_ record for most votes ever received in 
a presidential election (69.5 million). 
As of Noy. 17, Biden received 
_ approximately 79 million votes, while 
rump teceived approximately 73 
million votes. 
_ Marilyn Wills, president of the 
 Tyler/Smith County chapter of the 
__ League of Women Voters, shared her 
: thoughts on such a historic occasion. 
_ “The results indicate the immense 
interest in our government and a 
higher level of engagement of our 
_ citizens,’ Wills said.“What we have 
__ seen in this election, and something 
_ to celebrate, is an increase not only 
_ in the energy of voters, but in the 
__ number of people who have helped 
__ with the election process.” 
The results also mark the election 
of both the first female and first 
Black vice president to office. Tyler 
_ Junior College students Cheyenne 
McAllister and Sarah Vasquez shared 
| what this occasion meant to them. 
“It had a huge significance for 
| me as a woman living in America 
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This is the last issue of The 
DrumBeat newspaper for the 
fall 2020 semester. We will 
resume publication on Jan. 
29, 2021 and will continue to 
post on thedrumbeat.com. 
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because she’s the first woman to be 


voted into this position,” McAllister 
said. Vasquez furthered that Harris’ 
election “will be a great historic 
achievement for women’s rights and 
for the Black community.” 

Although AP and several other 
news outlets have called the 
presidential race, President Donald 
Trump has not conceded the 
election as of Nov. 17. According 
to a Reuters report from Nov. 7, 
Trump has initiated a legal battle 
challenging vote counts in several 
key states, citing unfounded claims 
of voter fraud as the reason behind 
Biden's victory. 

TJC sophomore Clayton Harp 
expressed his dissatisfaction over the 
confusion of the election process. 

“T think it could’ve been done 
better, maybe with a trial when the 
primaries were around because we 
knew COVID was going to be a 
problem with the elections,” Harp 
said, He also stated that Harris’ 
election as the first Black female vice 
president should be celebrated, but 
“it shouldn't be why she is qualified 
for it. Let’s see what she’s done in 
the past and see if she actually is 


qualified to be the vice president.” 


Despite continuing disputes 
regarding the legitimacy of 


_ the election results, many 
_ are advocating the continued © 


involvement in both local and 


national elections moving forward. 
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Dr. Juan Mejia, TJC president, presides over TJC’s 
summer 2020 graduation ceremony. Fall 2020 
graduation will be conducted in a similar fashion. 











ates 20 Out HE COVE 


By Jessica King 
Staff Writer 


As the fall semester comes to a close, Tyler Junior College 
2020 graduates are gearing up for a COVID-19 style celebration. 

According to registrar Britt Sabota, TJC has “put together 
a plan that balances health and safety with our excitement to 
honor the achievements of our phenomenal students.” 

The graduation festivities will begin with the TJC Graduate 
Drive Through Victory Lap from noon to 1 p.m. on Dec. 11. 
Students will set up in the S-8 parking lot and drive down Lake 
Street to Baxter Street, then go south on Baxter Street to Fifth 
Street to celebrate their accomplishments “despite unprecedented 
adversity,” Sabota said. Faculty members are asked to set up along 
the route by 11:45 a.m. with their signs, which will be provided, 
and practice social distancing. 


Following the Victory Lap, the TJC Micro-Ceremony 


Commencement will be held Dec. 14 through Dec. 16 in 


Wagstaff Gymnasium. Each micro-ceremony will allow for 20 
graduates with two guests permitted per student, Sabota said. 
Given the 75-person capacity, Sabota said, she regrets to say 
faculty and staff cannot be there to commemorate these students 
in the same manner as in previous years. For each ceremony, the 











Faculty Senate will select one delegate to signify the spirit and 
importance of the TJC faculty. According to Sabota, graduates 
will have the chance to walk in their graduation regalia across 
the stage at Wagstaff Gymiasium, receive their diploma in the 
presence of the president and provost, and have a commemorative 
photo taken with their guests. 

The deadline for students to confirm their graduation 
application and not walk in the ceremony is 5 p.m. Dec. 9. 
Students also must confirm their graduation in order to receive 
their degree or certificate even if they do not plan to participate 
in any of the graduation festivities. For more information, visit 
tjc.edu/graduation. 
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Dance organization Chi Tau Epsilon provides creative outlet; 
membership open to dance majors, non-majors alike 


By Brianna Murphy 
Staff Writer 


Students across campus who have a passion or taste in 
dance join Chi Tau Epsilon to express themselves. 

Chi Tau Epsilon is an organization for dance enthusiasts 
that allows students to grow artistically and gives members 
the opportunity to perform and share dance with the 
community. 

Because of COVID-19, Chi Tau Epsilon currently holds 
its meetings in the Apache Belle Studio due to social 
distancing policies. The organization meets once a month, 
while an umbrella organization, the Collective meets once 
a week. 

Collective is a dance performance group, and students 
must be a member of Chi Tau Epsilon to audition for 
the Collective. The organization started in fall 2019, but 
many performances were postponed due to COVID-19. 
Instead of focusing on in-person performances, Chi Tau 
Epsilon and The Collective are organizing recorded video 
performances. 

‘The dance on film, “Feel the Change” is coming to 
YouTube and social media platforms this December. 
Kristi Franks, professor at the Department of Dance at 
TJC, is the current adviser of Chi’Tau Epsilon. Franks 


encourages students who are interested in joining to watch Chi Tau Epsilon practices on the lawn between Vaughn Library and Jenkins Hall. 


the upcoming performance to get a taste of what Chi Tau 
Epsilon and the Collective offers. 

Students can join, even if they are not dance majors. Those 
interested will be able to participate in performances and 
production. Joining Chi Tau Epsilon is free, but students 
must have a minimum 3.0 GPA. The Collective membership 
is free as well, with a 3.0 GPA requirement, but students 
must audition. 

“Students that may have an interest in dance, that are not 
going to be a dance major have no outlet to exercise their 
passion for this art form,” Franks said. 

Chi Tau Epsilon breaks this barrier and allows both 
dance and non-dance majors to get involved in dance- 
related activities. 





Above: Chi Tau Epsilon is a dance organization at TJC. 


“T think it is a really wonderful way to help them stay into 
dance or even people who have always been interested in 
dance but have never tried it,” Franks said. 

Chi Tau Epsilon provides a community of dancers with a 
passion and is “a great way to have [students] practice their 
craft on a regular basis,” Franks said. 

For dance majors, Chi Tau Epsilon provides them 
experience in performance and production. Through 
performances, such as “Feel the Change,” students gain 
hands-on experience in directing choreography. 

Additionally, Chi Tau Epsilon gives dance majors a 
competitive advantage and is a big resume builder. Chi 
Tau Epsilon is a nationally recognized organization with 
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Right: Kristi Franks is a professor of dance and adviser for Chi Tau Epsilon. 
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several chapters in Texas. Students can transfer to a different 
chapter if they plan on transferring to a university. All 
chapters offer several leadership positions. 

All members of the Chi Tau Epsilon can plan 
choreography, gain experience in filmography, experience 
behind the scenes, and see their performance on stage. 

Additionally, Chi Tau Epsilon is seeking behind- 
the-scenes members, including photographers and 
videographers. 

Franks encourages interested students to watch the 
upcoming dance on film to gain a taste of what Chi Tau 
Epsilon offers. Additionally, those interested in joining 
should email Franks at Kristi.Franks@tjc.edu. 





























This is the fifth feature in a series highlighting the ‘‘unsung 
heroes” of TJC. Melissa Allen was selected for her work in 
the School of Humanities, Communications, and Fine Arts. 
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By Mary Mone 
Online Editor 


Always on a mission, Melissa Allen, 
the records coordinator for the School of 
Humanities, Communications, and Fine 
Arts at Tyler Junior College, seeks to 
make a difference in young lives. 

A mother to three children and a mother 
figure to many students, Allen’s days aré 
often busy with her work responsibilities, 
sharing life lessons and generally being a 
help around the office. 

Allen has worked at TJC for over a 
year. She began as a temporary employee, 
but when that position was finished, she 
decided she wanted to work at the HCFA 
office. She was hired by the 
dean, Dr. Linda Gary, who is 
now a department chair for 
humanities, philosophy, and 
general studies. 

Gary enjoyed Allen’s 
presence in the workplace, 
and what qualified Allen 
for the job was that she, 
“was Clearly intelligent, professional and 
amiable,” Gary said. 

They were looking for a worker who 
they thought would be able to tackle the 
job, and like they thought, “She stepped 
into an important and demanding role 
and quickly proved herself to be a terrific 
colleague,” Gary said. 

Now, as the records coordinator, Allen’s 
daily tasks consume a lot of her time. Her 
tasks include scheduling appointments for 
the dean, copying and filing paperwork 
from faculty who comes through the 
office, and filling out paperwork that’s 
needed at the administration building. 

“In every circumstance, Melissa is 
a ‘go-to’ person,’ Gary said. “She’s 
reliable, skilled and always pleasant.” 


“TIMeS 








Having an 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. workday 
every day can be tiring to some, but Allen 
holds the people she works around as an 
inspiration. 

“T love the people I work with at TJC. 
The atmosphere is wonderful,” Allen 
said. “Everyone is always helpful and 
happy to be at work.” 

Her coworkers shine as_ positive 
influences in her work life, but so do the 
student workers she interacts with. 

“T love the student workers in our 
‘department. They remind me of my 
children,” Allen said. 

Many opportunities to help the student 
workers learn about day-to-day life 
present themselves, and Allen enjoys 


ike that remind methatno matte 
we have on campus, we are making a ditierence 
in young 
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-Melissa Allen 


being a part of the student’s growth in 
this way. 

“One of our workers had a pair of pants 
that a button had fallen off. Instead of 
letting her get rid of the pants, I brought 
needle and thread from my house and 
taught her how to sew a button back on,” 
Allen said. 

She described how situations like that 
remind her there is room for making a 
difference in young student’s lives and 
helping them develop their minds for 
the future. 

“Times like that remind me that no 
matter what job we have on campus, we 
are making a difference in young lives 
and giving the students lessons that they 
will take with them as they grow and 





move on,” Allen said. 

Not only is she focused on her job 
tasks, but Allen is also in her first year of 
taking classes at TJC in order to earn a 
degree in accounting. Allen said she was 
initially interested in accounting because 
of the encouragement of a “wonderful 
teacher.” She studied accounting in high 
school and competed in the University 
Interscholastic League, which is an 
organization that makes the rulebook for 
competitions concerning athletics, music 
or academics in Texas. 

Allen began college immediately out of 
high school, but she took time off in order 
to raise her children, Jessica, Austin and 
Adison. After beginning working at TJC, 
she restarted her goal of 
earning her accounting 
degree for two reasons. 

“First, because 
college has always been 
something I wanted to do. 
I waited until my children 
were grown because I 
wanted to be a hands-on 
Mom while they were growing up,” Allen 
said. “Second, I want to show my children 
that it is never too late to do something if 
you really want it (Age is just a number).” 

Regardless the situation, person or 
bump in the road, Allen is ready to grow 
and help the people she’s around grow. 

“No matter who you are or where you 
come from, if you want something and 
you are willing to work hard for it, you 
can achieve it,” Allen said 

Because of her work tactic, her 
relationships with the people she works 
alongside and her inspiration in life, 
Allen has been a positive addition to the 
TJC family. 

“The good Lord smiled on us when He 
sent us Melissa Allen,” Gary said. 


rwhat job 





TJC Presidential Honors hosting Winter Gear Drive 


By Sorayda Rivera 
Student Life Editor 


Tyler Junior College’s Presidential Honors 
program is hosting their second annual 
campuswide Winter Gear Drive until Nov. 20. 

All-items collected for this drive will be 
given to the residents living in the homeless 
shelter at the Salvation Army in Tyler. 

The Salvation Army's Director of 
Development Cindy Bell said the need 
for items is so great, and this year with 
COVID-19 it’s even greater. 

“Lots of people have been disheveled 
through the Coronavirus,” Bell said. “People 
locally have lost their jobs, and they can't make 
their house payment or their rent payments, 
they can’t afford to pay their utilities.” 

The Winter Gear Drive at TJC began last 
year with a student thinking of different ways 
to do more for her community. 

Deshona Jernigan, the student who helped 


with the salvation army.” 
Bell said the Salvation Army is grateful for 
TJC doing its part to give back. 


“We don't ourselves hold any sort of drives 


people. This year we have 20 people that have 
come to help us, 
have started divvying up jobs for everyone to 
do, to keep it organized,” Jernigan said. 


like that but with wonderful partners like 
TJC and others in the community, they 
can do the drive for us, and then we are the 
beneficiaries,” Bell said. 

Jernigan said they are trying to make the 
Winter Gear Drive an annual event since 
they already have an established connection 
with the Salvation Army. 

“Last year it was a pretty good turnout 
for it to be kind of small and not too many 
people knew about it,” Jernigan said. 

Even amid a pandemic, Jernigan said 
student involvement and those helping out 
with the drive is significantly more than it 
was last year. 

For students who have the, “why should 
I mentality,” Jernigan explains there are less 
fortunate people out there if you can give 


This year the Presidential Honor students 
made sure the campus community was aware 


of the drive. 


“Unlike last year, this year we emailed and 
spoke with some faculty to let them know 
more about the drive and hopefully, they will 


get more involved than they were last year,” | 


Jernigan said. 


Items can be dropped off whenever because 
there are no specific drop-off times. i 
Jernigan wants everyone to remember 
there are less fortunate people who may not 
have much and this can really affect them and 
impact them in such a good way, just go out 


and help. 


Bell said she encourages everyone at TJC 
to really think of others at this time. 
“Maybe instead of having that cup of coffee 


to start up the process. We 
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organize the drive, said, “I have always 
shown interest in wanting to do something 


back, give back, in some way, shape or form. 

“You never know like those pair of gloves 
might just impact someone’s 
life that just doesn't have 
them,” Jernigan said. 

Bell shared the story of a 
woman who reached out to 
her asking her for Christmas 
assistance. 

She said she had three 
young children and that 
“things are so tight in her 
household that they could 
hardly breathe.” 

Jernigan is hopeful they 
will have a bigger turnout 
this year as far as donations 
are concerned. 

“Last year, we only had five 


midafternoon, instead the money that might 
go for something like that on yourself, maybe 
that money could be used to help others in 
need,” Bell said. 

The items requested for donation are 
scarves, socks, gloves/mittens, blankets, hats. 
Donated items need to be new, not used. 

Drop-off locations include the Honors 3 
Lounge on the third floor of Rogers Student 
Center, the front desk of Vaughn Library; 
Wise Cultural Arts Lobby; the Jenkins 
Dean’s Office, Room 155; Phi Theta Kappa 
office in Pirtle, Room 220; and the Art Club 
in the Jenkins Art Lobby. 

For more information about the drive, 
contact Coordinator of the Presidential 
Honors Program April Long at 903-510- 
2895, or visit the Honors Lounge on the 
third floor of Rogers Student Center. 
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Gear drive drop off locations include the Honors 
Lounge in Rogers Student Center, Vaughn Library, 
Wise Cultural Arts Building, Jenkin’s Hall Dean’s 
Office, Phi Theta Kappa room, and Jenkins Hall 
Art Lobby. 
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Review: ‘Spider-Man Miles 
Morales,’ swings about the 
same as its predecessor 


By Michael Bald 
Entertainment Editor 


but the map has nothing new. That may be why I 
beat it so quickly. The only difference being it takes 
place around Christmas with snow everywhere. 

However, since the last game was essentially a 
perfect game, why wouldn't you copy its success? 
It’s like getting a cinnamon roll from Cinnabon. 
You know it’s going to be great every time you go, 
so why try some place new? While it’s the same 
controls and could come across as lazy on the 
developers, it’s still a blast to play. I could spend 
hours swinging around New York alone. 

Miles Morales is also an extremely lovable 
character. He had an underdog feel to him with the 
voice actor’s talents and the details the developers 
added to him. For example, whenever he swings 
around New York, he is sometimes spinning 
around because he lost momentum swinging. Or 
whenever he lands somewhere, he can sometimes 
face plant; lose his balance and gain it back; or 
perfectly stick the landing. It does a great job of 
showing Miles as a vulnerable hero. 


Have you ever gone on a vacation with people 
you love and had so much fun that you decided to 
do it again the next year and recapture the same 
magic? Well, that’s what the new PS5 video game 
“Spider-Man: Miles Morales,” attempted to do. 
Did they do it? For the most part, yes, yes they did. 

‘The story takes place a couple months after the 
previous game, “Spider-Man PS4,” and Miles 
Morales teams up with Peter Parker to help take 
care of crime around the city. When Peter leaves 
New York for a while, it’s up to Miles to keep the 
city safe from a new threat. 

When I say Insomniac Games captures the 
magic of the first game, that’s not without its 
faults. The game story borrows heavily from the 
first one. There are similar plot twists and overall 
story structure, too. It was easy to see where the 
story was headed, and I was shocked at how fast I 
finished the story considering I only owned it for a 
day and spent little time on it. 

It could be argued the first game had a 
predictable story, but since it relies on you 
knowing Spider-Man's canon, you were more 
emotionally invested because you knew what 
was to become of certain characters. Since 
Miles Morales-is a newer character to many, his 
storyline, while well done, didn't have the same 
investment quality the first did. 

Not only did it borrow story elements from the 
first game, but also the game play and the map. 
Graphic Ber Michael Bald Miles has different abilities from Peter, of course, 


‘The powers given to Miles are also something to 
behold. He has an ability to control electricity and 
that lends itself to awesome capabilities such as 
electrical punches, shocks and explosions. Capable 
of knocking out enemies in a matter of seconds. 

Side missions that are included are also very 
fun and could lead to possible stories in future 
installments. 

“Spider-Man: Miles Morales,” while clunky in 
some aspects, is a testament to Insomniac Games 
and their respect for the character and world of 
Spider-Man. Let’s hope they can top themselves 
with the next one because I need a sequel! 








' Review: ‘Planes, Trains and Automobiles: 
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Hughes classic remains holiday staple 
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By Chris Crymes 
Page Editor 


Late semester exams, students scrambling 
across campus with projects in hand, increasing 
traffic, pumpkin spice everything, Christmas 
decorations put up too soon - Thanksgiving 
must be drawing near. 

For some, the fall-feasting holiday is a time 
of familial relaxation, a time to gather around 
family for fleeting moments before jumping 
back to work and exams. Of course, that is if you 
get home in the first place. 

John Hughes’ 1987 travel classic, 
‘Trains and Automobiles” may have released over 
30 years ago, but it forever resonates for anyone 
who travels for the holidays. My father has made 
watching it a Thanksgiving tradition, so I’ve 
admittedly turned my brain off while viewing 
this movie for years. However, after this previous 
viewing, I started to notice some things that make 
this movie more than just a screwball comedy. 


“Planes, 


“Planes, Trains and 
Automobiles” without starting with the two 
men whom the movie depends on: Steve Martin 
and John Candy. Do any other men exemplify 
‘80s humor more than these two? From Martin's 
cutting tirades to Candy’s openhearted, lovable 
goofs, the laughs genuinely don’t stop, but it’s 
not pure comedy. Martin has the remarkable 
ability to tell a conversation in a glance. With 
one fed-up grimace, you're flashed back to 
every struggle along this treacherous journey 
from New York to Chicago. 

Candy is no slouch in the acting department, 
either. In a shot toward the end, Candy presents 
a melancholy that’s seldom seen in his comedic 
career. Both men, along with a wild cast of one- 
off side characters give this movie enough heart 
and character to make it timeless. 

Something I hadnt noticed before is the 
movie's editing by the legendary Paul Hirsch 


(“Star Wars: Episode IV — A New Hope,” 


“Star Wars: Episode V — The Empire Strikes 


Back,” and “Ferris Bueller’s Day Off”). Hirsch 
brings some of the snappiest editing bits I’ve 
ever seen in a comedy. Early on, when trying to 
recall where he knows Candy’s character from, 
we get a peek into Martin’s thought process as 
Candy is framed in a cab from earlier inside the 
airport terminal for about one second before 
quickly cutting back to Martin’s look of disdain. 
Fast, blink-and-you'll-miss-it, moments of 
comedy are beautifully sprinkled into the movie 
with masterful precision. No surprise coming 
from one of the editors who famously saved 
the original “Star Wars” in the editing room 
alongside John Williams’ score. 

While the film's editing makes it witty and 
snappy, another big thing that struck me was 
Hughes’ writing and directing. As the movie 
plays out, it’s as if Hughes is playing on not 
only travel movie tropes, but also his own. The 
buddy road trip movie was established at this 
point, but look at Hughes’ filmography before 
“Planes, Trains and Automobiles.” Movies 


like “Sixteen Candles,” “The Breakfast Club,” 
“Weird Science,” and “Ferris Bueller’s Day Off” 
established Hughes as a director of teen movies 
with a definite series of romantic tropes he 
follows. 

However, with “Planes, ‘Trains and 
Automobiles,” he starts to play with these same 
romantic tropes. Moments normally played 
as grand romantic gestures in Hughes’ other 
films are played flatly for bro-like friendship, 
and it’s frankly brilliant to see once you keep 
an eye out for it. 

Due to distribution rights issues, it’s a little 
tough to find the movie on a streaming service. It 
is locked to an AMC add-on on Amazon Prime 
Video, but Tyler offers two pre-owned media 
stores for students on a budget. If interested in 
finding this classic or any others for a bargain, 
try Entertainmart in Broadway Square Mall or 
Game X Change on South Broadway in Tyler. 
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Graphics, programming students get nands-on design 
experience with international game developers association 


By Mary Mone 
Online Editor 


Active in providing learning and social opportunities, the 
International Game Developers Association chapter at Tyler 
Junior College works through professional software to bring 
their ideas to life. 

According to igda.org, the IGDA is, “the world’s largest 
nonprofit membership organization serving all individuals 
who create games.” 

TJC is home to two associate degree programs, graphics 
and programming, which both involve game development. 
According to tjc.edu, the graphics degree is where, “game 
artists work closely with art directors and designers to create 


assets and animation for games and entertainment software.” 


The programming degree teaches students how to program 
video games and how to make them run smoothly. 

At TJC, the game development program uses Unreal 
Engine, which is a suite of integrated tools. Unrealengine. 
com states their software stretches, “from design visualizations 
and cinematic experiences to high-quality games across PC, 
console, mobile, VR and AR.” 

Not only does TJC have Unreal Engine, but as stated 
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by tjc.edu, the program “teaches object-oriented software 
design using the Unified Modeling Language Tool provided 
in Visual Paradigm — a worldwide leading award-winning 
enterprise management and software development suite.” 

Caroline Dougherty, a professor in the game and simulation 
development program at TJC, serves as adviser to the college’s 
chapter of IGDA. 

“The TJC Academic chapter was founded a few years ago 
by game development students and professors with a passion 
for promoting advocacy, community networking, professional 
development and international reach within the gaming 
community,’ Dougherty said. 

With 38 active members, the organization hosts monthly 
events where people win prizes. 

All members take away valuable lessons from the 
organization, such as “a sense of teamwork and togetherness,” 
Dougherty said, and learning game development techniques 
and applications. 

Each semester, students in the game development 
department create several projects. 

“Currently, our fall two programmers and artists are 
working collaboratively on a 2D side-scrolling action game 
that should be finished this semester,” Dougherty said. 
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This fall semester has been online completely for the 
IGDA, and Dougherty spoke about how many students have 
transitioned well because of their fondness of online gaming. 

IGDA at TJC welcomes all students and, “for certain 
events, students may need to pay the $15 semester dues, but 
all events this semester are free,” Dougherty said. 

If any student is interested in joining or seeing what the 
organization is like, contact IGDA on Orgsync on Apache 
Access, where one can also join their online meetings. 
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By Chris Crymes 
Page Editor 


After weeks of constant coverage, ballot counts and hand 
recounts, it seems safe to say the U.S. president-elect is former 
Vice President Joe Biden. 

This election was one of the most hotly debated and closely 
eyed in recent memory with all sides pushing everyone within 
voting-age to vote. As of Noy. 16, Ihe Washington Post counted 
64.7% of Americans eligible to vote cast their ballots this year, 
presenting the highest turnout since 1908's, which saw 65.7% 
of voters participate. With such a milestone, it does make one 
reflect on the voting process and the electoral college. 

When the electoral college was implemented, there were 
several reasons for it, ranging from'slavery to a lack of public 
political knowledge. The founding fathers didn’t trust the 
popular vote because they feared a mob mentality taking over 
the democratic process. James Madison famously argued, “The 
purpose of the Constitution is to restrict the majority’s ability 
to harm the minority,” when supporting the ratification of the 
electoral college in Article II of the Constitution. They also 
worried about the possibility of dubious political happenings 


occurring in Congress or the Senate, so they distrusted solely 
relying on these institutions to carry out the presidential vote. 
Five years after our nation’s founding in 1788, Alexander 
Hamilton wrote in “The Federalist Papers” he feared the 
possibility of someone running for office with nothing but a 
talent for “low intrigue and the little arts of popularity.” 

This point is absolutely infuriating when looking at the 
winner of the 2016 election. If a man whose only political 
experience was telling people “You're fired” on television can 
parade himself into the White House while having to go 
through the electoral college to do so, then what is the point 
of said electoral college anymore? 

Slavery is abolished, and we walk around with countless 
codices in our pockets. The issue is no longer of an uncountable, 
uninformed populace running rampant with the vote. The 
issue is letting the people of this nation have their voices 
heard in the truest way. 

‘The nation’s electoral college vote is not until Dec. 14, so 
there is still time to see if there will be any repeat faithless 
electors leftover from 2016. If we compare the current 
election to 2016's, the margins aren't very different. The only 
states to switch from a Republican vote to a Democratic 
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one are Arizona, Georgia, Michigan and Wisconsin. Even 
with a four-state lead, what happens if electors vote against 
popularity again? 

‘This possibility of a state’s elector voting against the majority 
vote is one of the fatal flaws against the electoral college, 
but that’s not the only one. Let’s combine this to the issue 
of state population representation. According to the United 
States Census Bureau, Ohio, in control of 18 electoral college 
votes, has a population of 11.69 million people. Compare this © 
to California with 55 electoral votes for their 39.51 million 
residents. For Ohio, that comes to one electoral vote per 
649,444 people. For California, one vote per 718,363. Does 
that seem fair? Should your location decide how much your 
vote matters? The least voters can ask for is a legitimate equal 
say in their president as other Americans. We deserve an 
equal voice, and it seems Americans agree. In a survey earlier 
this year, Pew Research Center found 58% of adults support 
amending the Constitution so the presidential candidate who 
wins the popular vote becomes the president-elect. 

If the president was chosen through popular vote, not only 
would Americans already truly know who their next president 
is, but they would truly have an equal say in that choice. 
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By Andrea Valdez 


Broadcast News Director 


COVID-19 has turned 
into what many are 
calling the “new normal.” 
This new normal has 
brought precautions 
like temperature checks, 
designated social distancing 
spaces, online meetings, mask 
mandates and more. In-person 
events have either been canceled or switched 
»: online. For the fall, TJC created a COVID-19 
plan with the health and safety of students in 
. mind. Students who attended classes in person 
followed the COVID-19 protocol like wearing 
C masks, social distancing and creating a way to 
a report positive cases on campus. In the Tyler 
community, smaller establishments are slowly 
a. opening up their doors for dine in and are 
a continuing to offer take-out options. 

a COVID-19 has caused a massive shift and 
a takeover in everyday life. Even TV is down to 

4 two topics: the 2020 election or how COVID-19 

oS cas ses are increasing nationwide. 
_ At the beginning of the virus, we never 
could’ve imagined the outcome. There was the 
sense of fear and uncertainty not just in the U.S. 
but also worldwide. By March 2020, the World 
Health Organization had marked the spread of 
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1 electoral vote for every 649,444 people 


accepts 


the holiday season approaching, we will 
continue to see cases increase rather 
than decrease as we had hoped. 
Countries that created a plan to 
combat and contain the spread 
of the virus are slowly lifting 
restrictions and going back to 
normal because their strategies 
have been successful. 
For example, New Zealand, who 
as of Nov. 17 had only four positive 
COVID-19 cases, illustrates how Prime 
Minister Jacinda Ardern’s efforts have worked 
well. The country went into lockdown in late 
March by quarantining citizens and following 
all the procedures necessary to ensure everyone 
was safe. The country went as far as shutting the 
borders to all non-citizens and residents. New 
Zealand citizens listened to their government 
officials and followed the steps necessary to 
reopen the country, which is something the U.S. 
has struggled with. In March, the U.S. declared 
a state of emergency and shut down the country. 
Many states including Texas and California 


lifted the lockdown earlier than anticipated : 


while cases were still high. 

There has been a lack of communication 
between the U.S. and its citizens. President 
Donald Trump apparently knew the severity of 
the virus in the beginning, yet to not cause a stir 


among the American people, he ot make 
_a big deal about the virus until ame too 
Tate. Even when the U.S. reached 11,320,337 
cases, the country still downp the virus’ 


severity. Precautions, such as so 
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The graphic above illustrates the electoral college votes in comparison to state population. Information provided by United States Census Bureau. 
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By Emily Niebuhr 
Student Life Editor 


I think we can agree 
2020 has not been what 
we expected. Between | 
the coronavirus, celebrity ' 
deaths, police brutality 
and global weather crises, 
everyone is eager to be done 
with this year. 

We have lost many lives 
because of COVID-19. According to covid. 
cde.gov, there have been, “over 241,069 deaths 
of COVID-19 since Nov. 13.” 

Secondly, we have lost several beloved 
athletes and celebrities. This year, we lost 
Kobe Bryant and his daughter; Naya Rivera; 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg; Chadwick Boseman 
and Alex Trebek. 

Our nation is still divided on racism and 
police brutality. It started when two white 
men in Georgia shot a Black man named 
Ahmaud Arbery while jogging. After that a 
white woman accused a Black birdwatcher, 
saying she felt threatened in a NYC park. The 
murder of George Floyd shocked the world. 
Add this to the increasing list of victims of 
police brutality, and this is why there are 
countless protests held nationwide in these 
victims’ names. According to cbsnews.com, 
there were “164 Black men and women who 
have been killed by police from Jan.1st to Aug. 
31, 2020.” That is a problem, and we need to 
fix it. | desperately wish we could all get along 
and respect each other despite our skin color. 


There needs to be consequences for police - 


officers who do not follow the rules. At the e to 


end we the oy we all have the sar 





COVID-19 as new norm | whirlwind of emotions 


. running through our veins. 
® Lastly, the weather this 
ear has been crazy with 
wildfires and hurricanes. 
California, Oregon and 
Colorado have seen 
smoke-filled skies from 
devastating wildfires over 
p the past year. This hurricane 
season has been nothing but 
wild with heavy rainfall, leaving 
towns flooded across the country. 
I hope we do not have any more ruinous 
weather this year; we have enough on our 
hands dealing with COVID-19. 

We all are dealing with different emotions 
when it comes to this pandemic and 2020. I 
think we all need to respect each other’s race, 
religion and sexual orientation and try to 
keep our opinions to ourselves. Treat others 
with kindness. We all breathe the same air, 
but have different values. So, please respect 
them. Here’s an uplifting quote for anyone 
who needs it: “When you can’t control what’s 
happening, challenge yourself to control the 
way you are responding to what’s happening. 
‘That’s where the power is.” 

Please follow any guidelines when it comes 
to the Coronavirus and try to limit yourself on 
watching the news. Wear your mask, wash your 
hands regularly and practice social distance. I 
know it can be hard especially through the 
holidays, so try not only to protect yourself 
but others around you. We need to realize this 


cure is found. Until a See be safe, spread 
h : , 





virus will be here for a while until a reliable _ ae 
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By Jessica King 
Staff Writer 


the semester comes to a close, Tyler Junior College students 
are looking forward to the holiday season, and of course, no classes. 
Unfortunately, the holidays may look different for due to COVID-19. Here & 
are some of TJC students’ favorite COVID-19 friendly holiday traditions. ee 
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Santaland is a drive-thru Christmas light 
park in Tyler. It is a fantastic option for a 
COVID-19 family friendly outing. 

The park will remain open through Jan. 4, 
2021. The hours of operation are 6 to 10 p.m. 
for November. For December, the park will 
be open from 6 to 10 p.m. Sunday through 
Thursday, and 6 to 10:30 p.m. Friday and 


Secret Santa is a wonderful socially distant 
holiday tradition. If you find yourself locked 
in the house for cautionary measures most of 
the holiday break, pass the Santa hat with a few 
friends and buy some gifts. You can make it fun 
by playing by certain rules like everyone gets a 
gag gift, or everyone gets a pair of fuzzy socks 





Saturday. Due to COVID-19, Santaland asks a that fit their personality. No matter how you 
everyone stay inside their cars while inside 
the park. 


decide to do your secret Santa, playing Santa is 
fun for anyone! 





Hot Cocoa and 
Hallmark Movies 


Similar to eggnog and “Star Wars,” hot cocoa and 
Hallmark are a great combination for this COVID-19 


Egenog and holiday season. Although Hallmark often sparks a 


love/hate relationship with a lot of people because 

4h II of its cheesy love stories and reoccurring plotlines, 

otar War S a holiday romance or two (or three, or four, or five), 

could be just the movie to get you into the holiday 

spirit. So, grab your cocoa with your marshmallows 

and get to watching that Hallmark Christmas 
Countdown! 








This tradition is unique and so spot on for 
a COVID-19 friendly holiday. Who doesn’t 
love eggnog? Who doesn’t love curling up in 
front of their TV when it’s cold outside? 

The “Star Wars” trilogy isn’t the first 
movie that comes to mind when you think of 
the holidays, but it is a classic that could be 
enjoyed any time of year. 

No matter what your taste in movies is, 2020 
has provided us with a lot of extra time this 
winter to binge all the movies... take advantage 
of it. Also, don’t forget to grab your eggnog 
because what’s a movie marathon without it? 


i Gathering 
with Family 





Family is such a gift and brings so much 
meaning to the holiday season for the majority 
of us. It is probably the most cherished 
tradition of the holidays. 

With COVID-19 affecting the holidays 
this year, the Centers of Disease Control 
and Prevention said “the size of a holiday 
gathering should be determined based on the 
ability of attendees from different households 
to stay 6 feet apart, wear masks, wash hands, 
and follow state, local, territorial, or tribal 
health and safety laws, rules, and regulations.” 

The CDC also explains that although they 
do not have a limit or specific number of 
attendees for family gatherings, be cautious 
that “gatherings with more people pose more 
risk than gatherings with fewer people.” 

This season may look different from the past, 
but don't forget, especially this Thanksgiving, 
as you re gathered around the table, the TV, or - 
the fireplace, or in my family’s case, a board 
game, do not forget to tell your family how 
much you love and appreciate them. A fter all, 
love is what the holidays are all about. Stay 
safe and happy holidays, TJC! 
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